
Dear Members, 
‘Wild About Waratahs’ Festival  
Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Saturday 23rd September to Monday 2nd October incl.   WIN 
is a sponsor of this Festival and has been for over 20 years. As a part of our sponsorship WIN 
has conducted a ‘Waratah Blooms’ Competition where members have entered cultivated 
blooms for display and judging.  Prizes and certificates are awarded. This year’s Judges are 
David Matthews of Protea Flora (Victoria) and Bettina Gollnow, an honorary WIN member. 
Members are encouraged to participate in this promotion. Another part of the sponsorship 
is donations of product for use in the floral displays. More detail on how to participate in 
early September. The Festival usually attracts 8,000 to 10,000 people annually. 

 
 
Australian Flower Festival Program Released  
Australian Flower Festival is being held in Brisbane on Monday 18th September to coincide with 
Australian Flowers Week (16-24 September). The festival is expected to attract over 250 professional 
florists and will also open some areas, such as the floristry competition and demonstration areas, to 
the public as a promotional exercise for the industry. 

The event will not be a traditional conference forum but will have a fresh, new, young and fun 
‘music festival’ format designed to attract and delight florists from around Australia. The event will 
run four concurrent streams of speakers, demonstrations, trade displays and competitions during 
the day and finishing with a cocktail event at the After Party that evening. 

The organisers have now finalised a great line-up including speakers on issues affecting Australian 
florists’ livelihoods and futures. This includes presentations that assist them with business 
management (Business Stage); integrating technology into their businesses (Tech Stage) and 
improving their product offering by learning new techniques in floristry (Inspiration Stage). There 



will also be competitions running concurrently (Competition Stage) with a schedule that will inspire 
attendees and demonstrate the professionalism of the competitors involved. 

The event will wrap up with at the festival After Party cocktail evening in the on-site restaurant and 
bar. Presentation to the competition winners will be made followed by an evening of music and 
dancing.   

Floral sundries supplier Swann Agencies (www.swannagencies.com.au) has signed on as Platinum 
Sponsor and will be the preferred sundries supplier for the event, its demonstrations and 
competitions with Petal Peddlers the Gold sponsor and preferred flower supplier for the event.  

The full program has now been released and is available from the event’s registration page at  
https://store.flowersqueensland.asn.au/event/flowerfest 

 
 
Summary of discussion and recommendations of Meeting held 5th August 2017 for 
representatives on Cut-flower and Whole Plant Management Plan Review – Consultative 
Committee 
Premise 1 - achieve protection for vulnerable NSW plant species. 

http://www.swannagencies.com.au/


Premise 2 –commercial growing of NSW protected and threatened plants used in the cut 
flower industry is a low risk activity. 

Discussion. Used Schedule 13 from old NPWS Act as a guide. (Schedule 6 Part 1 from BC Act 
2016) and existing licence types – Picker, Wild Harvest and Grower. Did not discuss foliage 
other than to note that there are some businesses that deal almost exclusively in foliage 
most of which comes from Group 2. – Discussion focused on plants of importance as cut 
flowers (Actinotus, Blandfordia, Doryanthes, Xanthorrhea, Craspedia and Telopea). These 
are the main protected NSW native flora speciesplants cultivated by commercial growers. 
Bush picking of these plants was also discussed. Current licences available and licence 
requirements for plants in groups 2,3,4 and 5 were discussed. The requirement to ‘tag’ 
certain cut flowers is not consistent across the State and tagging costs growers significant 
time and money. Tags are quickly removed by florists and so not seen by the consumer. 
Unsure of requirements for export product. 

Actinotis (flannel flower): The extent of supposedly illegal bush picking of Actinotus in 2016 
was discussed, particularly the effect on price for the cultivated product. Apparently, there 
were growers of Actinotus, cultivating a variety that had been developed for commercial 
use (and made available to the industry by Mt Annan Botanic Garden) on the mid North 
Coast of NSW. These growers have since gone out of business, but the plants have survived 
and gone to seed. The seed has escaped and germinated several times over the years to 
create quite significant areas of wild Actinotus of this selection on the mid north coast. 

Telopea(Waratah): Research and developmental work done over the years in NSW and 
Victoria has produced a large number of superior selections.This involved hand pollination 
to create improved selections and hybridisation with other waratah species. The improved 
selections have been propagated by cuttings (cloning). There has also been research into 
waratah plant nutrition, diseases, flowering and bract browning. As a result, commercially 
cultivated waratah plants produce superior flowers to waratah plants growing in the wild. It 
was noted most remaining naturally occurring stands of Telopea speciosissima are in 
National Parks, reserves, and water board land. These stands represent the genetic 
biodiversity of T speciosissima and this should be protected. 

Doryanthes and Xanthorrhea: There was some discussion about what constitutes a 
commercial plantation, as plants of these genera are slow growing and take more than 7 
years to reach flowering stage. Some commercial growers actively manage natural stands of 
these genera, for example by irrigating and fertilising them, and clearing around them, and 
planting new young plants into the landscape. It was agreed that if such plant husbandry 
and new plantings happen to generate product for sale, then the operation should be 
considered commercial. 

Use of flower sleeves bearing the logo and words ‘plantation grown’ for bunches was 
discussed and the opinion was that this should be optional for growers. Use of ‘plantation 
grown’ sleeves should be promoted through the industry. 

There were many and varied experiences about applying for and renewing licences at 
District Offices over the years. Often people forget to renew on time as there is no 
reminder. This is especially so for the 5 year licence. People also mentioned that there 
appeared to be no follow up by NPWS on illegal pickers. 



In addition to being represented on the Cut-flower and Whole Plant Management Plan 
Review – Consultative Committee, are there other areas where recognised Wildflower 
Groups can work with NPWS such as to raise awareness of relevant fact sheets to industry 
stakeholders, or are there benefits NPWS can extend to members of Wildflower Groups 
such as licence discounts? 

The meeting strongly suggested that consideration be given to phasing out licensed picking 
of flowers from the wild completely? I.E. that the only licenses issued are wild harvest (from 
natural stands on own property) or grower licensed (harvest from cultivated plants). Such a 
change could be phased in over a period of 2 or 3 years.  

Note: the wild picking of foliage under license should continue, except where there are 
conservation concerns about a given species? (Many foliage products are derived from 
species which are slow growing or where propagation/cultivation is difficult). 

Recommendations 

• That all plants of commercial importance (those mentioned above - Actinotus, 
Blandfordia, Doryanthes, Xanthorrhea, Craspedia but not Telopea).) to the cut flower 
industry be placed in the same plant group (group 4). That wild harvest licences to 
cut floral stems of these species be issued. 

• For Telopea, due to the large number of improved selections and hybrids and the 
short harvest season, that the grower licence number is displayed on the invoice or 
consignment note from grower, or licence number is visibly displayed if selling 
direct. No tag required. Note that cultivated waratahs from Victoria (no licence 
required) are also traded in NSW, making the situation even more complex. 

• That all plants in Groups 2 to 5 require a licence to wild pick the floral stems. 

• Where a Wild Harvest licence is applicable, then a NPWS or BC tag be required for 
each bunch or stem; in addition, the wildharvester’s licence number is included on 
an invoice/consignment note if selling to a wholesaler, or visibly displayed by the 
wildharvester at the point of sale if selling direct. 

• Where a Grower Licence (Biodiversity Conservation approved and registered 
commercial grower) is applicable, the grower licence number is displayed on the 
invoice or consignment note from grower, or licence number is visibly displayed if 
selling direct. No tag required. 

• That Biodiversity Conservation undertake to issue licence renewal notices annually, 
possibly at the beginning of each financial year. 

• That records be collected annually by BC both for wild harvest and commercially 
grown products at the time of licence renewal. Overall figures (total picked or 
cultivated stems) for each product be made readily available.  

• That one page fact sheets, relating to plant licencing in the cut flower industry, be 
developed and made available for commercial wildflower growers, wild harvesters 
and for florists. 

Concluding Comments 
People involved in illegal wild harvest are opportunists who work on harvesting what is in 
season each year. Illegal wild harvest adversely affects the reputation of the wildflower cut 
flower industry (inferior product) and affects grower returns. Appropriate policing of these 
activities is necessary. Growers and pickers doing the right thing should be encouraged and 
not targeted. 
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